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What a crazy couple of years we have experienced.

Drought. Fires. Covid. FLoods. Personal Highs and

Lows!

So many influences have affected so many in very

diverse ways, and the equestrian scene has been no

exception.

So kick things off, we want to run a fun photo

competition again, starting today!

We have new Committee members joining us, and some

very valued ones leaving us.

Inspections are back on, and we have much planned.

So please join us, let us know what you are doing with

your Irish equids, and get 2022 rolling.

Welcome MEET OUR COMMITTEE

CROFTLEA NIKOMAR

HORSE FUNNIES

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Q&A WITH JENNY MUIR

1995 - 2022

Visit his Facebook page at facebook.com/groups/333230213443973/

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

PHOTO COMPETITION

UPCOMING EVENTS



We welcome all new committee members that

have joined us, and come forward for executive

positions.

We would also like to thank our outgoing

members, and who have given to our Society so

much.

Our 2022 Committee

BECOME A MEMBER OR JOIN THE COMMITTEE
It's never too late to join, and we would LOVE to

have you on board.

The more members we have across the country,

the easier it will be to keep up to date with what is

happening, and plan more events. inspections and

shows.

P R E S I D E N T

idshs@livinghorses.com

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

2leahm@gmail.com

S E C R E T A R Y

idshs.secretary@gmail.com

M O N I K A  R O D G E R

L E A H  M A N N I N G

A L I  G E E V E S

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E

R E G I S T R A R

registrar.idshsaus@gmail.com

X A N D R I A  H U G H E S

T R E A S U R E R

treasurer.idshsaus@outlook.com

J A C Q U I  P E A R C E

M E R C H A N D I S E

ctrain2000@hotmail.com

S H A E  M E U S B U R G E R

C H R I S T A N  T R A I N O R

G E N E R A L  C O M M I T T E E

shae_meusburger@hotmail.com

0432 530 003

jeanette.hatch@uwa.edu.au

J E A N E T T E  H A T C H

darren.caulfield@jamestech.com.au

D A R R E N  C A U L F I E L D

bryonyfitz@gmail.com

B R Y O N Y  F I T Z G E R A L D

J O I N  N O W

OUR COMMITTEE
FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE, RIDE IRISH

Not an actual photo of our committee
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This down time, has however seen our committee working away quietly behind the scenes, trying
to come up with ideas for our members, how to improve our registration processes and
inspections, and give our members more opportunities to participate.

As they say, “many hands make light work”. Unfortunately, our committee is very small, and the
above does not always apply. We too have full time jobs, sometimes with multiple hats working 9 –
5, children, 2nd businesses, studs, farm work and more. Not to mention finding time to spend with
our horses. This can make it difficult for our committee members to all come together to discuss
and plan things.

So if you are thinking you would like to join, help, contribute, even in the smallest of ways, we
encourage you to join. As we are a national body, stretched over thousands of kilometres, it would
be wonderful if we could have a couple of members in each state, who know the show and
competition scenes, and could help out.

Some of the things that have been happening:
We saw new bloodlines become available with stallions like Corrindon Dancer and Carrigfada Grey
Mist via frozen semen, and are seeing some lovely foals already. We are always looking at more
stallions, increasing our bloodline availability for the breed.

With the lack of entries in our last couple of organised shows, we tried running our first online
show, and are keen to run more. Although not quite the same, it does give our members the
opportunity to participate, who may otherwise not be able to, due to transport or distance.

Inspection days are back on! The committee is also discussing and investigating ways we can offer
this interstate with reduced travel for our inspectors, whilst still maintaining the highest levels of
standards.

We also have some committee members stepping down, after many years of dedication, and
valuable input into our society and thank them for everything they have done. Even more reason
why we would like to see more members join, and help keep the society going.

We wish you all well and hope to see you and your Irish horses out and about this year at events!

Kind regards,
Monika Rodger
IDSHS (Aust) Inc. President

Hello members,

The last couple of years have seen the whole world change in everything we do, and how we do it.

With things being quiet on all fronts due to lockdowns, last minute travel restrictions and
interstate travel being an almost non-existent thing, shows and events were being postponed and
cancelled, left right and centre.
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FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE, RIDE IRISH



A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  Y O U

J E N N Y  M U I R
Thank you for doing so much for the Breed and Society.

Committee member 1989 to 2022. Inspector with Sarah Myhill since
the early 1990s, Treasurer for about ten years until 2021.

R E A D  M O R E

TO ONE OF OUR LONG SERVING AND FOUNDING MEMBERS



How did you become interested in the breed?

In the 1930s a friend of my mother imported a half bed mare who had won a class at
Dublin Horse Show. She was lent to us to breed with in the mid 1940s. A buckskin colt
by Silver Sails, a very good palomino jumping pony, became my brother’s showjumper
and hunter. In the very early days of modern showjumping he won two classes at
Melbourne Royal Show. I competed (at twelve or so) on him when my brother was away.
This was the origin and cause of my love of Irish horses and buckskins.

How did you end up joining the Society?

I bought a halfbred filly by Bantry Bay out of a small well bred thoroughbred mare from
Arthur Young in 1983 to replace my original purchase a gelding who was burnt in the
Ash Wednesday fires. This mare, Lucinda, was dapple grey with a lovely head and eye
just like her sire who grew into a very good type, with good movement and very good
jumping style. Penny and Tim Reeve were very impressed by her and soon afterwards
imported the purebred stallion Kiltoghert Casey. 

With growing interest in competition horses, other than off the track thoroughbreds,
people started to look at what breeds were successful overseas. In Europe, and
particularly in Britain and Ireland, the Irish horse was outstanding in both showjumping
and eventing. Thus an interest in Warmbloods and the Irish breed arose in Australia
which led to the inaugural meeting of the Society in May 1989. I attended that meeting
and was nominated for committee. 

Who was the first ID you saw in
Australia?

Bantry Bay (pictured right) , who stood
only to thoroughbred mares. I had the
pleasure of seeing him at Allansford in
1982.

Have you spent time overseas and
reviewed any ID horses while away?

Went to the World Championships in
Normandy in 2014 where I saw some
excellent Irish Sport Horses in both
Eventing and Show Jumping and one in
Dressage. 

J E N N Y  M U I RQ&A WITH

continued



What changes have you noticed in the ISH breed from early days until today? 

Breeding rather than buying off the track thoroughbreds has become popular in all
levels of riding in Australia. In most cases the Irish or Warmblood stallion is bred to a
thoroughbred mare. Where the top breeders in Europe suggest that the mare accounts
for up to 70% of the quality and temperament of the offspring, the quality and
temperament of the mare is often the least consideration with the average Australian
breeder. The result is that there has been a good deal of loss of bone, which is also
apparent in the modern thoroughbred, and a loss of rideability. It is rare to see an Irish
Sport horse that displays the best combined characteristics of both the Irish Draught
and the thoroughbred – type and conformation, temperament, athleticism, soundness,
especially feet, and general rideability. 

Do you think the breed has moved forward?

Some of the imported Irish stallions have often only produced offspring that were only
suitable for very good riders with the result that breed reputation has been damaged.
However, there are some discerning breeders who are continuing to consistently
produce quality horses that are sound, rideable and suited to Australian conditions. 

What are your thoughts on quality and bone in the ISH?

In general there is a loss of bone in the Irish Sport horse. This is also a feature in the
modern thoroughbred. In Ireland many breeders say that the best offspring result from
breeding a pure bred mare to the thoroughbred stallion and in this way the bone and
quality are retained. In Australia this has not really been possible as very few purebred
mares have been imported or bred. 

What is your opinion of the non-traditional ISH? Arab/WB/etc?
Unfortunately, when other breeds are crossed with any pure breed it becomes a lottery
as to what characteristics dominate. In Ireland there has been some success with some
Warmblood stallions but in general the results have not produced great results
consistently. 

How long have you been involved with the Society?

I have been a committee member from its origin in May 1989 until February 2022. Finally,
I decided that it was more than time for younger people to take my place. As a life
member I will to remain interested in the Society and hopefully will continue as an
Inspector for the foreseeable future.

thank you Jenny
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G E T  I N  T O U C H

A video of the horse moving from all angles must
be submitted prior to the inspection
There will be a minimum of one committee
member present at the inspection
Further inspectors will be viewing by way of video
link
Any horses to be branded will be done following
the inspection 

NEW INSPECTION FORMAT

Expression of Interest. 
Email:  idshs.secretary@gmail.com

Current Membership

Pre register - including DNA

Prepare, Turnout, Attend

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

Victoria

TBC, 2022

UPCOMING

INPSECTIONS

AND EVENTS

UPCOMING

STUDBOOK

INSPECTIONS

EXPRESSIONS OF

INTEREST INVITED

FOR INSPECTIONS

IN OTHER STATES

mailto:registrar.idshsaus@gmail.com
mailto:idshs.secretary@gmail.com


Croftlea Nikomar 

For anyone who was lucky enough
to meet this fellow or has one of his
stunning children you will know how
amazing he was.

Nicks legacy will live on here at
Leedale and through his children
who are mostly all out competing -
although I am hiding a couple from
everyone.
Words can’t explain what an
amazing life he has had here at
Leedale with us 

Croft lea Nikomar

Eileen Moore

1996 - 2022



Australia introduced the Australian Consumer Law (ACL) on 1 January 2011.  It has

a significant impact on the sale of horses in trade and commerce as it includes

various consumer rights that apply when buying a horse.  It also has penalties

and consumer redress options. 

Why does this law matter for those who are interested in buying a horse in

Australia?  The purchase of horses in trade and commerce means that the horse

is considered as "goods" and therefore must be sold “suitable for use”, like any

other “goods”. 

A P R I L  2 0 2 2

THE AUSTRALIAN CONSUMER LAW
AND SALE OF HORSES
WRITTEN BY LEAH MANNING OF EQUILEGAL

acceptable quality

fitness for any disclosed purpose

conforming to its description

Consumer rights and guarantees 

Below are the consumer rights and guarantees under the ACL that apply to the

purchase of a horse from a dealer in trade of business:

If these are breached, then you may be able to seek a full refund of the horse’s

purchase price or alternatively sue for damages. Also, if the buyer suffers an

injury because of an omission of information regarding the horse at the time of

purchase, they may have a case against the seller for damages. 

Doing your due diligence

At all times remember the key caveat emptor which is latin for buyer beware. If

you are not an experienced equestrian please take an appropriately

experienced person with you. Always consider a vet check before agreeing to

purchase the horse and the use of a suitable contract can provide further

protections.

leah@equilegal.com.au
https://equilegal.com.au/

Leah Manning



ENTER YOUR BEST PHOTOS

 The IDSHS (Aust) Inc. National Photo Competition is NOW OPEN 
Pre-registered/foal recorded and registered Irish Horses welcome.

Membership does NOT need to be current
 

CLICK THIS LINK - https://www.idshsaus.com/photo-comp.html

LET'S
HAVE
SOME
FUN

Enter now

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

2022
PHOTO COMPETITION

https://www.idshsaus.com/photo-comp.html?fbclid=IwAR3V40tKplwUBgBzvrsleNIcRpCffipWCNaFqDRqZBELOGvd3yQgMYhAv9g
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